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Several films of K.V.Reddy which appeared during this period, were great box-office hits in
addition to their being aesthetically satisfactory. 'Yogi Vemana' (1947) 'Guna Sundari katha'
(1949), 'Patala bhairavi' (1951), 'Pedda manushulu' (1954), 'Donga Ramudu' (1955) and 'Maya
bazar' (1957) brought him unprecedented acclaim.
After successfully portraying the story of Potana (1942), K.V.Reddy took upon himself to
picturise the colourful life of Vemana, a saint-poet and another cultural hero of Andhra. These
two personalities of Andhra are today remembered more on the portrayals of K.V.Reddy,
than what history and legend had to say. Nagaiah gave memorable performances as Potana
and Vemana and gained an image of saintliness. Reddy's Patala bhairavi' and 'Maya bazar'
are superb examples of rare visual treat appealing both to the commoner and elite. They
easily stand out as the best in the folk and the mythological cinema respectively. 'Pedda
Manushulu1 is perhaps the first social satire which potrayed the corruption prevalent among
the 'respectable' leaders of the society.
B.Nagi Reddy and Chakrapani came together to launch Vijaya Productions' and took over
the Vauhini studios on lease(1950). Like Vauhini', Vijaya1 also came to stand for excellence.
Their first picture, 'Shavukaru' (1950), directed by LV.Prasad, is a classic in its own right. It
depicted two neighbouring families in rural setting in a realistic vein. All the characters in
the film are strong, powerful and individualistic, which is the strength of the film. The story
is narrated without any exaggeration and without the director taking sides in the unfortunate
conflict between the families and its resolution.
K.S.Prakash Rao, Tapi Chanakya, Kamalakara Kameswara Rao, K.B.Tilak, Tatineni Prakash
Rao, V.Madhusudan Rao, BA Subba Rao, Vithalacharya, P,S. Ramakrishna Rao and Vedantam
Raghavayya are some of the new directors that came into prominence during this period.
The major and successful pictures of the Vijaya1 include 'Pathala bhairavi1 (1951), 'Pelli
chesi chudu' (1952), 'Missamma' (1955) and 'Maya bazar' (1957).
S.V.Ranga Rao emerged as a major character-actor through Vijaya's successive films. He
continued to enjoy a dominating position donning a variety of roles, both serious and comic.
NJ.Rama Rao, who joined the films with 'Mana desam' (1940), established himself as a
major, popular actor showing his capabilities in social, folk as well as mythological films,
initially through the Vauhini and Vijaya productions. Both A.Nageswara Rao and NT.Rama
Rao occupied a dominant position and continue to exercise gripping influence on the industry
till date.
'Bharani' was another successful concern which produced pictures like 'Laila Majnu'(1949),
'Chakrapani1 (1954), Vipra Narayana' (1954) and 'Bata$ari' (1961). The last two pictures
presented both Bhanumati and Nageswara Rao in stellar roles bringing out their fine histrionic
talents. 'Devadas' (1953) directed by Vedantam Raghavayya for Vinoda films was another
milestone in several ways. Savitri and Nageswara Rao in the lead roles were at their inimitable